
DEPARTMENT OF XXX 
FY 2017-18 JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE HEARING AGENDA 

 
 Wednesday, December 21, 2016 
 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 
9:00-9:10 INTRODUCTIONS AND OPENING COMMENTS  

 
9:10-10:20 OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD 
 
Child Care Licensing and Administration 
 
1 Please provide information on child care licensing in the State of Colorado, including:  the 

number of licensed and unlicensed child care providers; an explanation of the licensing 
standards for providers and the impact these standards have providers’ abilities and willingness 
to obtain licensure; and the types of licensing inspections performed and by which department 
each one is performed. 

 
2 Please discuss why the cost of child care in Colorado is so high compared with other states 

across the nation. 
 

3 Please discuss how the department enforces rules and regulations for child care facilities, 
including how fees and fines are issued and collected for both licensed and unlicensed child care 
facilities. 

 
4 Does the department license homes that provide care to family members?  At what point does a 

person who provides child care in a Family, Friends, and Neighbors setting need to be licensed? 
 

Child Care Development Funds 
 

5 What is the federal reauthorization period of the Child Care and Development Block Grant and 
the CCDF program?   
 

6 Given that the amount of federal Child Care Development Funds (CCDF) identified in the 
Long Bill establishes a spending limit, and that the department is annually funding programs in 
excess of the actual or projected amount of federal block grant funds it anticipates receiving, 
please present the department’s plan for long-term sustainability of programs currently funded 
through CCDF.   

 
7 Please provide information on the process the department uses to prioritize the programs 

funded by CCDF and the associated requests for funding. 
 

Colorado Child Care Assistance Program 
 

 
21-Dec-2016 1 HUM-EDO/CW/OEC-hearing 



8 Please discuss the eligibility requirements for the Colorado Child Care Assistance Program 
(CCCAP) and the population demographics (including income) of those who receive the 
subsidy.  Further, discuss the counties’ role in eligibility determination and the impact on 
program expenses as a result of counties electing to serve families with incomes higher that the 
165.0 percent of the federal poverty limit threshold.   
 

9 Does the department supervise CCCAP administration by Native American families/tribes?  Are 
there disparities in access to the subsidy by these families? 

 
10 What is the intended target population of CCCAP?   

 
11 What sources of funding are used for CCCAP, including federal, state, and local funds sources?  

Who determines how and for whom each of these fund sources can be used?  How are 
Temporary Assistance to Need Families (TANF) funds currently used to support this program 
and how might they be used to sustain it? 

 
12 How do the state and federal government define “quality” in terms of child care; and do these 

definitions differ from each other? 
 

13 How many counties are opting out of state established tier-reimbursement rates?  For what 
reasons are counties opting out?   

 
14 Which counties will be impacted the most by tiered-reimbursement and why? 

 
15 Please provide an overview of Colorado Shines, including how quality ratings are determined 

and how the departments publish provider ratings to increase public awareness. 
 

16 Please provide an update on the CHATS point of service system.  
 

Early Childhood Suspensions and Expulsions 
 
17 How should the department address the issue of suspensions and expulsions in early childhood 

settings? 
 

18 In an early childhood setting, what does “expulsion” mean?  What causes typically trigger an 
expulsion?  Does an expulsion trigger a link to additional services for families?  Is there rule 
about how these incidents must be handled?  

 
19 How is a determination of expulsion made?  Is it defined in statute? 

 
20 What type of training does provider staff receive to help them better respond to these children 

and that would allow the children to be more successful? 
 

21 Are children receiving services through the Early Childhood Mental Health Specialists program 
referred to community mental health centers? 
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22 Please discuss early childhood suspensions and expulsions within the context of the transition of 

children with intellectual and developmental disabilities from Part C to Part B of the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act. 

 
23 What concerns does the department have about data privacy with regard to gathering suspension 

and expulsion data in early childhood settings? 
 

24 Please provide feedback on the Staff recommendation concerning suspensions and expulsion in 
early care settings. 

 
Home Visitation Programs 
 
25 Please provide a summary of all home visitation programs throughout the state, including 2 

GRO, and explain whether or not each program is evidence-based.  In addition, please explain 
the impact Tobacco Master Settlement funding will have on each program. 
 

10:20-10:35 BREAK 
 
10:35-11:40 DIVISION OF CHILD WELFARE 

 
Child Welfare Programs and Funding 
 
26 Please provide an in-depth discussion about what is driving the increase in child welfare 

referrals. 
 
27 Please explain the county child welfare block grant allocation formula and the frequency at 

which the county allocations are recalculated. 
 

28 Please provide by-county data on child welfare referrals, assessments, open involvements, and 
out of home placements.  How does the distribution of these workload measures compare with 
annual county block grant allocations?  How are these measures used in the allocation formula? 

 
29 Please discuss the department’s sustainability plan for Title IV-E Waiver interventions if the 

federal waiver program is not reauthorized. 
 

30 How do the 5-year Title IV-E Waiver funds compare with what the State earned from Title IV-
E prior to the waiver?  If Title IV-E Waivers are not reauthorized by the federal government, 
what does the State anticipate to earn in Title IV-E revenue after the waiver expires? 

 
31 How many new county level child welfare staff positions were created from allocations to 

county from the County Level Child Welfare Staffing block grant?  How many of these 
positions have been filled?  If there are vacancies, please provide reasons why.  For those 
positions that have been filled, has there been any turnover?  If yes, please provide reasons why. 
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32 Please discuss how the expansion of the workforce at the county level has impacted county need 
for support, technical, and management staff. 

 
33 Is it possible to collect data in Trails about the type of drug used by the parent in instances of 

open child welfare cases? 
 

34 In what type of case would the use of recreational marijuana lead to a referral, assessment, or 
open child welfare case?  What impacts from marijuana use have counties seen on children? 

 
Tony Grampsas Youth Services Program 

 
35 What oversight does the department provide for the Tony Grampsas Youth Services (TGYS) 

Program?  How does the department determine if the programs funded through TGYS Program 
grant awards are having a positive impact on the people served? 

 
36 How were the eligible applicants for Tony Grampsas Youth Services Program grants, as defined 

in statute, determined?  Specifically, why is the program restricted to nonsectarian schools? 
 
11:40-12:00 GENERAL QUESTIONS 
 
37 Why is there not a request for a community provider rate adjustment included in the 

department’s budget request? 
 

38 Does the department anticipate any changes to federal law that will impact any programs 
supervised or administered by the department? 

 
39 Please explain what type of training was funded through the Training line item in the Executive 

Director’s Office, and why this training is no longer needed. 
 

40 Section 24-75-1104.5 (1.3) (a.5) (II), C.R.S., requires the amount of money received in April 2017 
and allocated to programs for FY 2017-18 be reduced by $15.0 million in order to reduce the 
accelerated payment prior to the reduction of the April 2018 payment due to the elimination of 
the strategic contribution payment. Please discuss the impact on the Departments program of 
the FY 2017-18 funding reduction pursuant to Section 24-75-1104.5 (1.3) (a.5) (II), C.R.S.  

 
ADDENDUM: OTHER QUESTIONS FOR WHICH SOLELY WRITTEN RESPONSES ARE REQUESTED  
 
1 Provide a list of any legislation that the Department has:  (a) not implemented, or (b) partially 

implemented.  Explain why the Department has not implemented or has only partially 
implemented the legislation on this list. Please explain any problems the Department is having 
implementing any legislation and any suggestions you have to modify legislation.  
 

2 If the Department receives federal funds of any type, please respond to the following: 
a. Please provide a detailed description of any federal sanctions or potential sanctions for state 

activities of which the Department is already aware.  In addition, please provide a detailed 
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description of any sanctions that MAY be issued against the Department by the federal 
government during FFY 2016-17. 

b. Are expecting any changes in federal funding with the passage of the FFY 2016-17 federal 
budget?  If yes, in which programs, and what is the match requirement for each of the 
programs?   

 
3 Does the Department have any HIGH PRIORITY OUTSTANDING recommendations as 

identified in the "Annual Report of Audit Recommendations Not Fully Implemented" that was 
published by the State Auditor's Office and dated June 30, 2016 (link below)? What is the 
department doing to resolve the HIGH PRIORITY OUTSTANDING recommendations? 
 
http://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/documents/audits/1667s_annual_report_-
_status_of_outstanding_recommendations_1.pdf 
 

4 Is the department spending money on public awareness campaigns?  What are these campaigns, 
what is the goal of the messaging, what is the cost of the campaign? Please distinguish between 
paid media and earned media. Do you have any indications or metrics regarding effectiveness? 
How is the department working with other state or federal departments to coordinate the 
campaigns? 
 

5 Based on the Department’s most recent available record, what is the FTE vacancy and turnover 
rate by department and by division? To what does the Department attribute this 
turnover/vacancy?  
 

6 For FY 2015-16, do any line items in your Department have reversions?  If so, which line items, 
which programs within each line item, and for what amounts (by fund source)?  What are the 
reasons for each reversion?  Do you anticipate any reversions in FY 2016-17?  If yes, in which 
programs and line items do you anticipate these reversions occurring?  How much and in which 
fund sources do you anticipate the reversion being? 
 

7 [Background Information: For FY 2017-18, the Department of Law has submitted a request to 
change the calculation of legal services appropriations as well as the monthly billing system for 
legal services provided to state agencies. Specifically, the proposal would: 1) calculate the number 
of budgeted legal services hours for each agency as the average of actual usage in the prior three 
years; 2) include a two-year average of “additional litigation costs” such as court reporting, travel 
for depositions, expert witness costs, etc., in the appropriation for legal services (these costs are 
not currently included in the appropriation and are often absorbed from other personal services 
and operating expenses line items); and 3) convert from monthly billing based on the actual 
hours of service provided to monthly billing based on twelve equal installments to fully spend 
each client agency’s appropriation.]  
 
Please discuss your agency’s position on the Department of Law’s proposed changes to the legal 
services system, including the potential impacts of the changes on your agency budget. That is, 
does your department support the proposed changes? How would you expect the changes to 
positively or negatively impact your department? Please explain. 
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8 What is the expected impact of Amendment 70 (minimum wage increase) on Department 
programs? Please address impacts related to state personnel, contracts, and providers of services.  
 

9 Please provide an update on the Department’s status, concerns, and plans of action for 
increasing levels of cybersecurity, including existing programs and resources. How does the 
Department work with the Cybersecurity Center in the Office of Information Technology? 
 

10 Is the SMART Act an effective performance management and improvement tool for your 
Department? What other tools are you using? Do your performance tools inform your budget 
requests? If so, in what way?  
 

11 Please identify how many rules you have promulgated in the past two years. With respect to 
these rules, have you done any cost-benefit analysis pursuant to Section 24-4-103 (2.5), C.R.S., 
regulatory analysis pursuant to Section 24-4-103 (4.5), C.R.S., or any other similar analysis? Have 
you conducted a cost-benefit analysis of the Department’s rules as a whole? If so, please provide 
an overview of each analysis. 
 

12 What has the department done to decrease red tape and make the department more 
navigable/easy to access?  
 

13 What is the number one customer service complaint the department receives? What is the 
department doing to address it?  
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